
November 19, 1993 

Debra Dimaggio 
Johnson & Bell, Ltd 
222 North Lasalle st. 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Re: The Marriage of Pitman 
92 D 9633 

Dear Ms. Dimaggio 

The following is my account of the incident that occurred on 
11/13/93 during a supervised visit between John and Burt Pitman. 

I arrived at Tracy Pitman/Richter's house at 10:30 on 11/13/93 and 
immediately began playing with Burt. During this play period 
I casually examined Burt's face and hands and observed no marks of 
any kind. At 11:00 John Pitman picked Burt and me up and drove 
us to Lisa Frank's house for this visit. Present were myself, 
Burt Pitman, Lisa Frank, John Pitman, Gil a friend of John 
Pitman's, along with Dinuta, John Pitman's house keeper. 
Immediately on arrival Burt began playing with several toy's that 
John had provided. This 1st play period lasted until about 12:20 
when lunch was served. This play period was self-initiated by 
Burt, was participatory in nature between Burt and his father, and 
all play was appropriate. After lunch, Burt kicked his activity 
level into high gear, and began running around playing with 
John, again this play was self-initiated by Burt and was appro
priate. At approximately 1:20, Lisa noticed a mark on Burt's face 
on the left side, this peeked our curiosity so John asked Burt.," 
Hey Burt! What happened to your face?" Burt then responded 
" Mommy hit me! " I then asked " Burt! What really happened to 
your face?" Burt again responded, " mommy hit me 11

• I proceeded 
further and told Burt, 11 I really need to know what really 
happened to your face, because its kinda important" ••. Burt again 
responded, 11 mommy hit me "· In an effort to gain more inform
ation I asked Burt, 11 tell me how it happened? "· Burt's reponse 
was, " I don't want to talk about it "· Throughout Burt's self 
disclosure, his affect was flat, made no eye contact ( Burt looked 
down at his feet the whole time), spoke clearly and plainly. 
I purposely waited 10 minutes to allow Burt time to play and to 
see if his story would change. I then asked., 11 Hey Burt! What 
happened to your face?" and his response again was, " mommy hit 
me 11 



I then called your office and left a message with your secretary 
to call me back. I then called Dr. Stafford in an effort to get 
Judge Bronstein's phone number and to concur my assessment that I 
should call D.C.F.S. Dr. Stafford provided me with Judge 
Bronstein's phone number which I called and received·no response. 
I then called D.C.F.S and filed a report. It's important here to 
note that when Burt sweats, his face gets red and blotchy, but 
that this particular mark in question, although red, did have a 
suspicious pattern to it, like the ends of someone's fingers. 
Now throughout this visit Burt did not fall or hit himself in the 
face, he did however wipe his brow several times to wipe away some 
sweat. 

After John dropped Burt and me off, I was met on the porch by 
Burt's grandmother { I guess Dr. Stafford called them after I had 
talked to her, and informed Tracy Pitman/Richter of the situation 
Immediately after Burt took off his jacket, Tracy asked what had 
happened, and then asked Burt what he had told me. Burt responded 
by running underneath the living room table were he began to cry 
and refused to come out. We all tried to coax him out, and tried to 
assure him that everything was ok, but that we just wanted him to 
tell mommy what he told us. He refused to talk or come out from 
underneath the table, but just layed their and cried. After about 
5 minutes, Tracy got up crying and sternly asked Burt. , 11 How could 
you tell them I hit you?. • I never hit you! •• 11 and ran into her bed 
room and slammed the door. Burt's grandmother assured us both 
{ Burt and me ) that she was ok, and that Tracy had just been under 
a lot of stress lately. Burt then came out and asked me to play, 
which I did, for about 15 minutes. I then asked Burt's grand mother 
if she needed me to stay and if everything would be ok? She re
sponded by telling me that everything will be fine. I then left to 
go to work. 

I would like to inform you that I have received notice concerning 
the next court date { December 10, 1993 at 9:00 a.m. ) and I will 
be there, and am looking forward to meeting you. Unfortunately, I 
also need to inform you that after December 11th I will be unable 
to supervise any visits between Burt and John Pitman due to my very 
inflexible work schedule. 

cc: Sanford Kirsh 
Janet Trafelet 
Debra DiMaggio 


